UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

Junior ROTC Program

65850 Pierson Blvd.

Desert Hot Springs, California 92240

Leadership Development Syllabus for August 2008 – June 2009
Block Schedule School Year

Course Title:


Leadership Development 

Meeting Times:


90 minutes per day, five days per week
Senior Marine Instructor:
Lieutenant Colonel Lewke, USMC (Ret)

Marine Instructor:


Master Sergeant Coates, USMC (Ret)

Office telephone number:
(760) 288-7088

E-mail address:


clewke@psusd.us
Recognition by Headquarters Marine Corps

Desert Hot Springs High School was designated as a “Naval Honor School” for the 2006-2007 school year by Headquarters Marine Corps.  Only the top 20% of MCJROTC Programs throughout the United States are given this distinction.
Purpose of MCJROTC:
The purpose of the Desert Hot Springs High School Marine Corps Junior ROTC Program is to instill in our students the value of citizenship, service to the United States, self-discipline, personal responsibility, and a sense of accomplishment.  The purpose of the Program is not to recruit members for the U.S. Armed Forces.  Upon request, however, the Marine instructors will assist individual cadets in seeking entrance into any branch of the armed services, a service academy, or college.  Cadets will also be informed of the full scholarship programs available through the Naval ROTC at many major universities.

Objectives:

The seven major objectives of the MCJROTC Program are:


*Develop informed and responsible citizens;


*Develop better reading and critical thinking skills;


*Strengthen character and leadership skills;


*Inform cadets about the role the U.S. Marine Corps has played


  in American history;

*Enhance cadet knowledge of world geography;


*Teach fundamentals of close-order drill and uniform regulations; 

*Improve cadet physical fitness.
Course Description:
The typical weekly schedule for MCJROTC cadet is as follows:

*Monday

Classroom instruction


*Tuesday

Physical training


*Wednesday
Uniform inspection and drill


*Thursday

Classroom instruction


*Friday

Physical training

Cadets will be required to wear MCJROTC gym clothes issued at no-cost during physical training classes.  All cadets will take physical fitness tests designed by both the State of California and the U.S. Marine Corps.  MCJROTC classes do not involve any form of combat training.

All cadets will receive a set of uniforms at no cost.  Should any cadet lose all or part of his or her uniform, however, parents will be required to reimburse the U.S. Marine Corps for the cost of these items.  Cadets will wear their uniform at Desert Hot Springs High School on Wednesday of each week and will be expected to adhere to Marine Corps uniform and grooming standards.  For example, all male cadets will be instructed as to what constitutes a regulation haircut.  Each parent will be required to review and sign the following documents:  cadet data sheet, parental consent cadet standards form, parental acknowledgment form, and cadet uniform issue form. 
The MCJROTC curriculum emphasizes the development of good writing skills.  All cadets will complete the “Written Communication for Sergeants” self-paced text to improve their understanding of English grammar.  Each cadet will also be required to write one paper regarding historical topics approved in advance by the instructor; papers will be graded based upon standards established by the DHSHS English Department.  Cadets will receive instruction regarding world geography and will be required to identify countries, national capitals, mountain ranges, bodies of water, etc. on maps during examinations.  Topics such as leadership principles, military organization, Marine Corps history, hygiene, and ethics are also covered during the periods of classroom instruction.
Community Service Projects:
Cadets will have the opportunity to participate in several community service projects during the course of this term.  Last year, our cadets marched in the Palm Springs Veterans’ Day Parade, the Desert Hot Springs Christmas Parade, and the Palm Springs Black History Month Parade.  Our cadets also volunteered to help Desert Hot Springs employees clean up a local hiking trail.  We have also collected toys and canned food for poor families with children in Desert Hot Springs prior to the Christmas Holiday.

Class Field Trips:
Those cadets who obtain permission from both their parents and other high school instructors will have the opportunity to participate in multiple field trips.  Our cadets traveled to the Joshua Tree National Park and participated in a lengthy hike through the desert during the winter of 2004.  We also conducted a two-day a field trip to Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego during the spring of 2004.   
Also during the 2004 – 2005 school year, our Marine cadets participated in a field trip to the San Diego Harbor to visit a historical display consisting of the recently decommissioned aircraft carrier U.S.S. Midway.  We also visited the Marine Air Ground Combat Center at Twentynine Palms and the Marine Corps Logistical Base located at Barstow, California. 
During the 2005 – 2006 school year, we spent two days at Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego.  Our cadets also toured Marine Corps Base, Camp Pendleton and visited both the March Air Museum and the General Patton Museum.  Our cadets also had the opportunity to attend a Marine Corps Birthday Brunch at the Miracle Springs Hotel on 10 November at no cost. Cadets who participate in any of our scheduled field trips will not be required to pay money for transportation, meals, admission fees, etc.
During the 2006-2007 school year, our cadets toured the aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan in San Diego Harbor and visited the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center in 29 Palms.  We also took our cadets to Naval Air Facility, El Centro to watch the Blue Angels’ Air Show.  Finally, our cadets spent two days at Naval Amphibious Base, Coronado and learned to paddle the Zodiac Assault Boats.

During the 2007 – 2008 school year, our cadets visited the Palm Springs Air Museum, the Marine Air Ground Combat Center at Twentynine Palms, spent two days at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, and toured Marine Corps Air Station, Miramar. Our cadets also attended the annual Marine Corps Birthday Luncheon at the Miracle Springs Hotel in Desert Hot Springs.

We plan to conduct a number of field trips during the 2008 – 2009 school year and hope to visit Marine Corps Air Station, Yuma.

College Scholarships

In May of 2006, we awarded two college scholarships for the first time.  Two Marine cadets each received $3,000.00 to help pay the costs to continue their education after Desert Hot Springs High School.  We awarded six Marine cadets each with a $3,000.00 college scholarship in May of 2007.  In May of 2008, we awarded a $4,000 college scholarship to two graduating cadets.  Those cadets who remain in the MCJROTC Program and do well will be eligible for similar scholarships in future years.
Hawaii Leadership Training

In July of 2006, we sent ten cadets to Marine Corps Base Hawaii to attend a special eight-day leadership training course.  Our program paid the $1,000.00 cost for each cadet; this payment will cover the air fare, meals, lodging, and miscellaneous expenses associated with this trip.  We sent ten more cadets to Hawaii during the summer of 2007.  Since the facilities at Marine Corps Base, Hawaii were used to train active duty personnel during the summer of 2008, we sent eleven cadets to a two-week leadership course in Virginia during the summer of 2008; the cost per cadet was $1,800.  We hope to be able to send cadets back to Hawaii during the summer of 2009.
Sail Camp

We sent two Marine cadets to a four-day sail camp hosted by the U.S. Navy at Naval Air Station, Coronado in June of 2007.  We hope to sponsor additional cadets in future years.  This training provides cadets with the opportunity of learning how to navigate a sailboat in open water.  Our MCJROTC Program paid for all fees associated with this camp.
National Drill Camp at Texas A&M University

We sent four Marine cadets to Texas A&M University in July of 2007 to attend a seven-day national drill camp.  The cadets will reside aboard the university campus during this training.  Our Program paid $1,500 per cadet to cover the travel, lodging, and meal expenses associated with the drill camp.  We also sent four cadets to the National Drill Camp during the summer of 2008.
Future Leaders Course at Norwich University

Our MCJROTC Program sent two cadets to Norwich University in Vermont during August to attend the two-week Future Leaders Course.  We spent $2,500.00 per cadet to cover the travel, lodging, uniform, and meal expenses associated with this training.  If our fund-raising efforts are successful, we will be able to sponsor cadets for the training in Vermont during the summer of 2009.
Class Fund-Raising Efforts

Our Marine Corps Junior ROTC Program at Desert Hot Springs receives financial support from both the Marine Corps and the Palm Springs Unified School District.  Unfortunately, this financial support is not sufficient to cover all of the travel expenses related to our field trips.  Our cadets augment our budget through fund-raising efforts during the school year.  We ask our cadets to bring in plastic bottles and aluminum cans to our classroom; we obtain cash from a recycling center for these items and deposit the money earned into a savings account maintained by the high school.  We also sell MCJROTC bumper stickers and other items during the school year to raise the required funding.  While participation in these fund-raising efforts is voluntary, we encourage cadets to assist wherever possible.  
The Importance of Punctual Attendance:

As indicated previously, good attendance is a critical component on the learning process.  We ask parents and guardians to ensure that their cadets do not miss school unless absolutely necessary.  Punctuality is critical; classroom doors are locked once the final bell for a class period rings.  Students will not be admitted to the class once the period has started without a note from the office.   Parents, of course, always have the option of calling me with questions concerning their child’s progress.

In Summary: 
I look forward to working with your son or daughter during this upcoming term.  I’m confident all of our cadets will enjoy a challenging and informative year in our program.




Semper Fidelis,





Carl Andrew Lewke





Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps (Ret)




Senior Marine Instructor




Desert Hot Springs High School

We have read and understand the requirements set forth in the syllabus and the attached enclosures for the Marine Corps Junior ROTC Program at Desert Hot Springs High School.  We agree to adhere to these academic expectations.  We also understand that the U.S. Government must be reimbursed for any uniforms or other government property lost by a cadet.
Parent’s Signature:  ____________________

Cadet’s Signature:______________________
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